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The Drawa River flows quite lazily for the majority 
of its 200-kilometre course, as befits a lowland 
river. However, there are sections within the Park 
(approx.42 km) where it becomes more rough 
and looks more like submontane rivers. Canoeing 
trip on the Drawa River is one of the Park’s tourist 
attractions. Excluded from tourist traffic, the 
Płociczna River, with its exceptionally clean waters, 
is of a similar, changeable nature. Both rivers give 
the Park a unique character. Some of 20 local lakes, 
like the Drawa, are made available for fishing. 
Finally, history lovers will find here numerous 
mementoes of former inhabitants and structures of 
the Pomeranian Wall.



Drawa National Park is a refuge for rare and 
endangered animals and plants. One of such species 
is the otter (Lutra lutra), which has become a symbol 
of the Park. It is a legally protected species not only 
in national parks. The abundance of water and fish, 
which are the main food of otters, provide these 
predators with excellent living conditions. They 
lead an amphibious lifestyle, i.e. they swim and dive 
in water very well, and move very agilely on land. 
Otters are mainly active at night, but in a quiet area 
they also hunt during the day. 
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Stop: Lake Czarne – the deepest one in the 
DNP, reaching 29 m. Due to the great depth of 
the lake and its location in a hollow, its waters 
are never mixed to the bottom by the wind. 
This phenomenon, unique in Poland, is called 
meromixis.
Stop: Ostrowite Settlement – very picturesque 
site, located among the Drawa Wilderness. 
Founded in the 16th century, today it consists of 
only 4 half-timbered buildings. The ruins of a brick 
church from the 18th century and a cemetery 
with original tombstones.
Stop: Stara Węgornia – a former trap for eels 
flowing to the sea for spawning. Up to 900 kg of 
fish were once caught here during one night.

Wandering from Głusk, we stop at the car park, 
right next to Lake Ostrowieckie. After a few 
dozen steps, we are already on its shore.
Stop: Lake Ostrowieckie – the largest one in the 
Park (387 ha). There is a chance that we will see 
white-tailed eagles here, and in the spring, on 
the surface of the water, grebes, goldeneyes and 
sea ducks. A curiosity of ichthyofauna is the lake 
trout, an ecological form of trout, very rare in 
Poland. There are three islands on the lake.
Stop: Ponor – a tiny pond right next to Lake 
Czarne. “Closed ponor,” characteristic of the 
Park, is a unique phenomenon in Western 
Pomerania. In this unusual case, surface water is 
lost underground and it is still unknown where it 
flows.



Red flat bark beetle (Cucujus haematodes) – a species of saproxylic beetle covered by strict protection
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