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CLIMATE CHANGE & 
ECONOMY

• The World Economic Forum put 

extreme weather events as the most 

likely threat to the global economy in 

2018 with the 2nd highest impact after 

weapons of mass destruction.

• ‘We have been pushing our planet to the 

brink and the damage is becoming 

increasingly clear.’

(World Economic Forum, Global Risks Report 2018)

• Economist Climate Issue 2019



POLICY TARGETS FOR IRELAND

•Climate Action Plan 2019

• Irish Targets (2030):

• -40% greenhouse gas emissions

• +32% renewable energy

• +32.5% energy efficiency

• Ireland supports an EU net zero 

target by 2050
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https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Climate%20Action%20Plan%202019.pdf


SME PROFILE IRELAND

• +200,000 Small and Medium Businesses in 

Ireland (95-99%)

• SMEs offer 99% of (non-financial) employment 

in Ireland

• 90% are micro (<10 Employees)
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NEEDS OF SMES

• Engagement is key – SMEs have numerous concerns – energy is not priority

• Low knowledge base re Energy Efficiency

• Paperwork and Bureaucracy is major barrier for business – they need quick decisions and 

flexibility with delivery times

• Cashflow is key

• Process is key – need for standardization and simplification across grant cycle
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT 101

1. Measure energy consumption and cost

2. Identify significant energy users

3. Identify opportunities to reduce energy consumption

4. Make low- and no-cost changes to reduce energy 

consumption (‘housekeeping’ or ‘low hanging fruit’)

5. Explore larger investments

6. Repeat



Non-

Financial 

Supports

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS FOR BUSINESS

www.seai.ie
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Energy

Training / 

Energy Audits

Business 

Briefings

SEAI Energy 

Academy

LIEN Network



SEAI ENERGY ACADEMY

www.seaienergyacademy.ie 9

http://www.seaienergyacademy.ie/


www.seai.ie
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General 

Financial 

Supports

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS FOR BUSINESS
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ANY QUESTIONS?


