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Disinformation is 
rife online…. 





Challenging 
misinformation 

• We know that doctors, scientists, and 
patient advocates can play a part in 
combatting disinformation

• But there are limitations to this - and 
consequences 





Misrepresentation 



Discreditation 



Dubious amplification 



Malicious complaints 



Intimidation 











Prevention 
better than 
cure! 







Sometimes, confusion is part of the issue…. 



Cancer rates are going up! So something must be 
making the world more carcinogenic, right?! 

A fact out of context can lead up to error..





Sometimes, classic “disinformation” is the issue…





What do these two people have in common?! 



Why do people perpetuate these claims? 





Thoughts 

• Combatting myths is difficult and there are consequences for those 
who engage it in

• Picking one’s battles is critical – not all beliefs are worth challenging, 
diminishing returns a problem

• PREVENTION of exposure is much better than trying to cure exposure 
to disinformation – it is better than people are aware of the extent of 
disinformation, and immunised against it

• Social media companies have long shirked their responsibility on this, 
as they view all engagement as profitable. This is to our detriment. 
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