Your rights and obligations relating to international protection
You are receiving this notice because we have granted you refugee status or subsidiary protection. 
1. Data confidentiality principle 
The authorities or public institutions in your country of origin will not receive any information from us through which they could learn that we have granted you refugee status or subsidiary protection.
2. Residence card and Geneva travel document
To obtain a residence card, you need to submit an application to the Head of the Office for Foreigners and attach 3 photographs. From the date of issue, the residence card will be valid for: 
· 3 years if we have granted you refugee status;
· 2 years if we have granted you subsidiary protection.
If we have granted you refugee status, you are also entitled to a travel document, as provided for in the Geneva Convention (Geneva travel document; GTD). It will be valid for 2 years from the date of issue. You need to submit an application to obtain it. You are not entitled to a Geneva travel document if you have been granted subsidiary protection.
The Head of the Office for Foreigners is in charge of issuing and replacing residence cards and Geneva travel documents. Whenever you want to get a new document or replace it, you have to submit an application and attach photographs.
If your residence card or Geneva travel document as expired, you must apply for a replacement in order to obtain new documents.
In addition, you must replace your Geneva travel document if:
· the details contained in the document have changed;
· it has been damaged to such an extent that it is difficult to use;
· circumstances have arisen which make it difficult to establish the identity of the person using it.
If you lose your residence card or Geneva travel document, you must notify the Head of the Office for Foreigners. You have three days to do this. In such a case, we will issue new documents to you. If you find your document, but you have already received a replacement, you must immediately return the old document you found to the Head of the Office for Foreigners.
You can also apply for a Polish travel document for a foreigner and a temporary Polish travel document for a foreigner. The procedure and rules for awarding them are set out in the Act of 12 December 2013 on foreigners.
3. Integration assistance
To support your integration into Polish society, the head of your poviat (starosta) or the mayor of the city in which you live may provide you with assistance. We call it integration assistance. The mode and rules governing the integration assistance are set out in the Act of 12 March 2004 on social assistance. You can receive such assistance for no more than 12 months. 
Integration assistance will be provided to you by the head of the poviat (starosta) or mayor of the city in which you live if you are a minor and do not have a legal representative in Poland.
In order to receive integration assistance, you must submit a relevant application. You need to submit it to the poviat family assistance centre (PCPR) or the centre that performs its functions. Remember to apply at the place where you live. You have 60 days from receiving the decision granting you refugee status or subsidiary protection to do so. If we have granted refugee status or subsidiary protection to members of your family together with you, your application for integration assistance includes them. 
You do not have to wait until you receive your residence card to apply for integration assistance. Remember to attach a copy of the decision granting you refugee status or subsidiary protection to your application. Once you have received your residence card, attach a copy to your application. If you have received a Geneva travel document, attach a copy to your application as well.
The integration assistance includes:
· monetary benefits;
· health insurance contributions paid;
· support of a social worker;
· specialist advice, including psychological, legal and family counselling;
· providing information and support in contacts with other institutions;
· other activities to support your integration process.
If your spouse holds Polish citizenship, you may not receive integration assistance.
If you are in a difficult life situation and meet the relevant criteria, you can benefit from monetary and non-monetary benefits from social assistance on a general basis – just like Polish citizens. You can receive, among other things, periodic benefits, targeted benefits, shelter or meals. Ask the Social Assistance Centre where you live for details.
For more information on the assistance you can receive, visit the website of the Ministry of Family and Social Policy: 
https://www.gov.pl/web/rodzina/pomoc-spoleczna-dla-cudzoziemcow-na-jakie-wsparcie-w-polsce-moga-liczyc
4. Other rights and obligations
If you are living at a centre for foreigners, you can remain there for another 2 months from the date on which the final decision granting you refugee status or subsidiary protection is delivered to you. After that period, you have to leave the centre.
You will have the same rights as foreigners who have been granted a residence permit in Poland for a fixed period of time. The mode and rules governing the  awarding of these entitlements are set out in separate regulations. These are the same rights as those of Polish citizens (except for the right to vote). These include, but are not limited to:
· access to the education system;
· access to the labour market;
· the right to protection from unemployment;
· the right to conduct business activity freely;
· the right to social assistance benefits and family benefits;
· the right to a social pension benefit;
· the right to publicly funded healthcare services.
5. Deprivation and termination of refugee status or subsidiary protection
In situations defined by law, you may be deprived of your refugee status or subsidiary protection. The decision in this regard is preceded by separate proceedings initiated ex officio or at the request of the Border Guard, the Police or the Internal Security Agency. The mode and rules according to which a person is deprived of their refugee status or subsidiary protection are regulated by the Act of 13 June 2003 on granting protection to foreigners within the territory of the Republic of Poland. 
If you are deprived of your refugee status or subsidiary protection you are obliged to return your documents (residence card and Geneva travel document) to the Head of the Office for Foreigners. You must do this as soon as you have received the final decision on the matter, within 14 days at the latest.
On the day you acquire Polish citizenship, the decision to grant you refugee status or subsidiary protection will expire automatically by virtue of law.
6. Protection against expulsion
The Polish authorities may not issue you with a decision obligating you to leave Poland. This can only happen if you have already been deprived of refugee status or subsidiary protection. 
However, you may be obliged to leave Poland or expelled without first being deprived of refugee status or subsidiary protection in a situation where:
· reasons for expulsion will be related to national security or public order;
· there are grounds for concluding that you are a threat to Poland’s security;
· there are grounds to believe that you are a danger to society because you have been convicted of a particularly serious crime by a final and non-revisable judgement. 
These exceptions are laid down in Articles 32(1) and 33(2) of the 1951 Geneva Convention. In such a situation, you must return the Residence Card to the Border Guard when crossing the border.
