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	I shall cite two passages from the speech of Lord Radcliffe. The first is as follows:
"Now I think that there are one or two things that can be said with confidence about the meaning of this word "defraud". It requires a person as its object; that is, defrauding involves doing something to someone. Although in the nature of things it is almost invariably associated with the obtaining of an advantage for the person who commits the fraud, it is the effect on the person who is the object of the fraud that ultimately determines its meaning."

In the second passage, after referring to a dictionary definition and to the writings of Rudyard Kipling, Lord Radcliffe went on:
"There is nothing in any of this that suggests that to defraud is, in ordinary speech, confined to the idea of depriving a man by deceit of some economic advantage or inflicting on him some economic loss. Has the law ever so confined it? In my opinion, there is no warrant for saying that it has. What it has looked for in considering the effect of cheating on another person and so in defining the criminal intent is the prejudice of that person... Of course, as I have said, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the intent to deceive one person to his prejudice merely connotes the deceiver's intention of obtaining an advantage for himself by inflicting a corresponding loss on the person deceived. In all such cases, the economic explanation is sufficient. But in that special line of cases where the person deceived is a public authority or a person holding a public office, deceit may secure an advantage for the deceiver without causing anything that can fairly be called either a pecuniary or an economic injury to the person deceived."


