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SUMMARY

In 2005, fire pro tect ion units re spond ed to 399,982 events, the num ber of which rose by

11.3% com par ed with 2004 (i.e. the num ber of dan ger ous events requ iring re sponse by fire

pro tect ion units was hi gher by 40,600). The pro port ions be tween the num bers of fi res and lo cal 

thre ats were si mil ar to tho se in 2004, as the num ber of fi res was lo wer than that of local threats.

In 2005, fires re pres ented 46.1% (184,316 events) of the to tal num ber of events, with

a di stinct incre ase in the ir num ber com par ed with 2004 – by 25.6%. With the excep tion of

sto rage si tes, the in crea se in the num ber of fi res occur red for all the gro ups of si tes. It was the

gre atest for fo rest fi res (with an in crea se of 74%) and the fi res of si tes clas sif ied as others

(mo stly grass fi res – with an in crea se of 36%). Sin ce in the other ca teg ori es of si tes the num ber

of fi res sli ghtly grew com par ed with tho se in 2004, it can be conc lud ed that the afor eme ntio ned

gro ups of fi res were „re spons ible” for a ge ner al gro wth in the num ber of fi res (as the ir num ber

in 2005 was hi gher by 37,600 than in 2004).

Com par ed with 2004, the num ber of lo cal thre ats re mai ned at the same level, with a sli ght

in crea se of 0.6% – from 200,553 to 201,781 events. This re pres ented 50.4% of the to tal

num ber of re spons es by fire pro tect ion units in 2005. Lo cal thre ats con tin ued to re pres ent

more than half the to tal num ber of re spons es by fire pro tect ion units. The di strib uti on of the

par tic ular ty pes of lo cal thre ats in 2005 was very ir reg ular. The gre atest drop in the num ber of

lo cal thre ats in 2005 occur red in the ca teg ory of thre ats cau sed by strong winds – by 33% and

the lar gest gro wth came in the ca teg ory of hi gher wa ter levels – with the num ber of thre ats of

this type gro wing by a fac tor of more than 6 (with the num ber of lo cal inund ati ons and flo ods

gre ater by al most 10,000 than in the previous year). Again, the re was an in crea se in the num ber

of lo cal thre ats in road trans port, which was the lar gest ca teg ory of events (con sid ered in ter ms

of event ty pes). In 2005, the re were 47,100 trans port events – with an in crea se of 6% com par ed

with 2004. It should also be em phas ised that the num ber of lo cal thre ats in air trans port grew

by 32%.

Both in the case of fi res and lo cal thre ats, most fi ref igh ting and re scue oper ati ons were

car ried out by Sta te Fire Se rvice re scue rs who were suppor ted by mem bers of Vo lunt ary Fire

Se rvice units. In 2005, a to tal of 1,361,741 fi rem en of the Sta te Fire Se rvice took part in re scue

oper ati ons, i.e. the ir num ber grew by about 3.0% com par ed with 2004, pri mar ily as a re sult of

a lar ger num ber of fi res. In the pe riod in qu estion, the involvem ent of the mem bers of Vo lunt ary

Fire Se rvice units in fire suppression sub stant ially grew (by about 33%). This was also a re sult of

the afor eme ntio ned lar ge in crea se in the num ber of fo rest and grass fi res, i.e. fi res with

a ty pic ally ru ral na ture, which were most often extin gui shed by Vo lunt ary Fire Se rvice units or

with the ir sub stant ial involvem ent. In pa rall el, it should be no ted that the gro wing num ber of

lo cal thre ats cau sed by hi gher wa ter levels (mo stly, ru ral events as well) led to the gre ater

involvem ent of Vo lunt ary Fire Se rvice units, espec ially other than tho se en gag ed in the Na tion al

Fi ref igh ting and Re scue Sys tem. Ove rall, 717,881 fi rem en from the Vo lunt ary Fire Se rvice units

en gag ed in the Na tion al Fi ref igh ting and Re scue Sys tem and 306,517 fi rem en from the

Vo lunt ary Fire Se rvice units not en gag ed in the Na tion al Fi ref igh ting and Re scue Sys tem
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par tic ipa ted in re scue oper ati ons. A to tal of 1,024,398 Vo lunt ary Fire Se rvice firemen took part

in firefighting and rescue operations.

In 2005, the num ber of fal se alarms was 13,885, gro wing by 14% com par ed with 2004.

Fal se alarms re pres ented 3.4% of the to tal num ber of re spons es, which was com par able to their 

ave rage num ber from seve ral previous years.

2005 was a much sa fer year for fi re men than 2004. In 2005, 2 re s cu ers died in re s cue

ope ra tions (co m pa red with 8 in 2004) and 557 were in ju red (aga inst 567 in 2004). 
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