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Definitions

...Science and health misinformation as information that is
contrary to the epistemic consensus of the scientific
community regarding a phenomenon. By this definition, what
is considered true and false is constantly changing as new
evidence comes to light and as techniques and methods are
advanced.’

Disinformation is a coordinated or deliberate effort to
knowingly circulate misinformation in order to gain money,
power, or reputation.’



https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094127

5G misinformation narrative is complex
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INFORMED BY NATURE.

Health

Hema s News

Wireless pollution 'out of control' as corporate race
for 5G gears up

Lynne Wycherley | 17th October 206
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ONLINE

Misinformation linking 5G to COVID-19: January 2020

The Wuhan coronavirus has nothing to

dowith 5G

29 JANUARY 2020

WHAT WAS CLAIMED
Wuhan is where 5G was
rolled out first.

WHAT WAS CLAIMED

5G wrecks immune systems
and that is why people in
Wuhan are suffering with
this illness.

WHAT WAS CLAIMED

The Wuhan coronavirus is a
more virulent version of the
normal cold.

OUR VERDICT

Wuhan was one of the first
places with 5G trials, as well
as several other large
Chinese cities, like Beijing,
Shanghai and Guangzhou
but we don’t know if it was
the first.

OUR VERDICT

There is no evidence that 5G
can harm humans, or their
immune systems.

OUR VERDICT

The new coronavirus
observed in Wuhan is a
virus in the same family of
viruses as the common cold,
but is a different illness.

FULL
FACT



Increase in 5G related searches: March/April 2020

Interest over time

5G dangerous \
5G \A
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https://covidinfodemiceurope.com/
https://trends.google.com/

COVID-19 misinformation Europe: March/April 2020

i @
e THE MOST
COMMON

MISINFORMATION

Vaccine misinformation

GSMA

The claim that the virus Cures and remedies

was man-made

O 2 ®

Bill Gates Comparisons between
coronavirus and
seasonal flu

Avoiding or

Masks and PPE 5G misinformation
preventing infection
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https://covidinfodemiceurope.com/

221 arson attacks across 18 countries

Sweden: 2 Finland: 1

United Kingdom: 87 Netherlands: 30
=
'—{;J‘" [ \ (>
L/ Germany: 1
Canada: 5 Ireland: 3 % h‘_
- — Poland: 5

]

USA: 5

Peru: 8 Technicians
held captive

Australia: 5 @

Bolivia: 3 New Zealand: 17

Status: October 2020




No link between 5G and COVID-19: April 2020

Viruses cannot travel on radio FACT:
waves/mobile networks. 5G mobile networks
COVID-19 is spreading in many countries DO NOT spread COVID-19
that do not have 5G mobile networks.

COVID-19 is spread through respiratory

droplets when an infected person

coughs, sneezes or speaks. ——— * # %
People can also be infected by touching '@ ﬁ
a contaminated surface and then

their eyes, mouth or nose.

e o #Coronavirus #COVID19 _—
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Some of the key 5G misinformation actors
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-31/sydney-vaccine-demo/12303962
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-31/sydney-vaccine-demo/12303962

B 5G misinformation on social media

Social media Meet the celebrities pushing e v
5G coronavirus conspiracies

B Traditional media We have broadened our guidance on unverified claims

to mi“ions of fans that incite people to engage in harmful activity, could

lead to the destruction or damage of critical 5G
66% infrastructure, or could lead to widespread panic, social
unrest, or large-scale disorder.

M Other online news
source Influential celebrities are responsible for spreading
coronavirus conspiracy theories far and wide

Family/ friends/ local
people Source:

M BBC services

I Top down Il Bottomup
M Closed messaging groups

Share of total sample (both social and traditional media content)

16%
12% 12% ~Share of engagements (within social media content)
8% 6% Coronavirus: Staying safe and informed on Twitter
. & blog.twitter.com
- 5:35 AM - Apr 23, 2020 @
Theories linking 5G technology to coronavirus o = 50 s 100% : 7
The fitst biar shows the share of content that was produced or shared by prominent persons in the Q 914 O 683 people are Tweeting about this
whole sample (N=225). i
The second bar shows the percent of total social media engagements of content from prominent —
So urce: ( M ay) persons out of the sub-sample of social media posts with available engagement data (N=145). INSTITUTE

Source: (Jan — Mar)
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https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand/news-media/coronavirus-news-consumption-attitudes-behaviour
https://www.codastory.com/waronscience/celebrities-5g-conspiracies/
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/types-sources-and-claims-covid-19-misinformation

Traditional media also spread misinformation

July 2018 Search ~ The )
Guardian

The inconvenient truth about cancer
and mobile phones

s The

Guardian

How baseless fears over 5G rollout
created a health scare




Evidence based debunking
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http://sks.to/db2020
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%W Evidence based debunking

2 2 i Y . ap sagp -
wﬁf}:mgmgﬂﬁ.’ __ Mythislargely unknown SRS "Prebunk” or Lead with the factif it's clear, pithy,
Bate st | misinformation? inoculate FACT and sticky—make it simple, concrete,
Myth has traction - Provide warning. \ J and plausible. It must "fit" with the story.
? - Explain misleading
Provide i
f?r‘.’flom::ﬁ:;?te _ Setting agendalis possible SEZEINLEND] fechaigies
withhold debunking : agenda fluid? = -
ey WARN ABOUT | Warn beforehand that amyth is coming...
| Framinglsfixed THE MYTH mention it once only.
Debunk often b
and properly

Lead with the facts, but rFALLAGT
FACT only if it's clear and sticky. -

| MYTH | Finish by reinforcing the fact—multiple
FACT times if possible. Make sure it provides
an alternative causal explanation.

Explain how the myth misleads.

il

FACT
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http://sks.to/db2020

Credible sources: no health risk expected from 5G

ICNIRP)

*"'t
L
Firopesn INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON
Commission NON-IONIZING RADIATION PROTECTION
Australia Austria Belgium Canada China Finland France Germany
[ E N S LI =
N = NI Al —

Ireland Malaysia Netherlands Mew Zealand MNorway Switzerland United Kingdom United States
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B GSMA information on EMF and health

5 LTE: Technology and Health
5G, the Internet of Things (IoT) and - Y

Wearable Devices

What do the new uses of wireless technologies
mean for radio frequency exposure?

‘September 2017.

and Health

5G, EMF Exposure and Safety
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http://www.gsma.com/emf

5G misinformation has not gone away

SEARCH RESULTS FOR: 5G

h, 2020 Cristina Tardaguila yet 19th, 2020 Cristina Tardiguila yet 15th, 2020 Cristina Tardiguila
Magnetic fields and 5G networks activate and With the Covid-19 tests, microchips are A video that affirm thath the high frequencies
spread the coronavirus implanted in the body of the person being that 5G will use are dangerous and absorb
tested, through which, with the help of 5G oxygen wherever it penetrates

technology and a genetic sample of DNA,
important data about the specific person are

extracted.

Argentina North Macedonia Spain
14 Nov. 2020 19 Oct. 2020 15 Oct. 2020

Poynter.
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B Joint action needed to counter 5G misinformation

EU countries sound alarm about growing anti-5G movement

Brussels needs to send a ‘clear and loud message” about the benefits of the technology, 15 countries tell EU chiefs. Ms Margrethe Vestager

Executive Vice-President
European Commission

Ms Véra Jourova
Vice-President for Values and
Transparency

European Commission

Mr Thierry Breton
Commissioner for Internal Market
European Commission

INE: ?ERTBEl:.E's ET LA DIGNITE . JOINT INITIATIVE ON COUNTERACTING THE SPREAD OF DISINFORMATION RELATED
ECHARGENT PAS .y TO 5G NETWORKS AND THE NEED OF PUBLIC AWARENESS RAISING ACTIVITIES
e » \ \ Letter regarding a proposal for the European Union to create a communication strategy
\k\ that provides reliable information related to EMF and radio equipment including 5G to the
\'X \\‘\\ Member States and European Citizens by:

Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Poland and Portugal, Slovakia, Sweden.

A protester from the Extinction Rebellion movement during a demonsiration mobile network | Kenzo Tribouillard/AFP via Gelly Images
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Conclusions

No health risk expected from 5G (or other radio
technologies) that comply with international limits

Existing 5G misinformation amplified by COVID-19 infodemic
and given new twists

Continued communications needed from trusted sources to
support acceptance of network deployments




GSMA

Thanks for listening

http://www.gsma.com/emf



http://www.gsma.com/emf
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