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 ‘…science and health misinformation as information that is 
contrary to the epistemic consensus of the scientific 
community regarding a phenomenon. By this definition, what 
is considered true and false is constantly changing as new 
evidence comes to light and as techniques and methods are 
advanced.’

 ‘Disinformation is a coordinated or deliberate effort to 
knowingly circulate misinformation in order to gain money, 
power, or reputation.’
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Definitions

Swire-Thompson and Lazer, 2020

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094127
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5G misinformation narrative is complex
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Misinformation linking 5G to COVID-19: January 2020



The development of mobile telecommunications networks in the era of disinformation, December  20206

Increase in 5G related searches: March/April 2020

https://covidinfodemiceurope.com/
https://trends.google.com/

Coronavirus 5G

5G dangerous

5G

https://covidinfodemiceurope.com/
https://trends.google.com/
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COVID-19 misinformation Europe: March/April 2020

https://covidinfodemiceurope.com/

https://covidinfodemiceurope.com/
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221 arson attacks across 18 countries

Status: October 2020
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No link between 5G and COVID-19: April 2020
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Some of the key 5G misinformation actors

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-31/sydney-vaccine-demo/12303962
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-31/sydney-vaccine-demo/12303962
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5G misinformation on social media

Source: Ofcom (May)

Source: .coda

Source: Reuters Institute (Jan – Mar)

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand/news-media/coronavirus-news-consumption-attitudes-behaviour
https://www.codastory.com/waronscience/celebrities-5g-conspiracies/
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/types-sources-and-claims-covid-19-misinformation
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Traditional media also spread misinformation

July 2019

July 2018
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Evidence based debunking
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Evidence based debunking

http://sks.to/db2020

http://sks.to/db2020
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Credible sources: no health risk expected from 5G

‘…the new guidelines protect against all potential adverse health 
effects relating to exposure to RF EMF from 5G technologies.’
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GSMA information on EMF and health

Multiple languages

www.gsma.com/emf

http://www.gsma.com/emf
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5G misinformation has not gone away
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Joint action needed to counter 5G misinformation
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 No health risk expected from 5G (or other radio 
technologies) that comply with international limits

 Existing 5G misinformation amplified by COVID-19 infodemic
and given new twists

 Continued communications needed from trusted sources to 
support acceptance of network deployments
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Conclusions
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http://www.gsma.com/emf

Thanks for listening

http://www.gsma.com/emf
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