ACT
of 8 June 2001

on the profession of psychologist and the professional self-government of psychologists

(consolidated text: Journal of Laws of 2019 item 1026) 

Chapter 1

General provisions
Article 1. This Act lays down principles and conditions for practicing the profession of psychologist, and the principles for the organisation and operation of the professional self-government of psychologists.
Article 2. The psychologist shall practice his/her profession by themselves.

Article 3. The profession of psychologist may be practiced by a person who meets the requirements laid down in this Act.

Article 4. 1. The practicing of the profession of psychologist consists in providing psychological services, and in particular in:


1)
psychological diagnosis,


2)
providing opinions,


3)
providing assessments when so provided under separate regulations,


4)
psychotherapy,


5)
providing psychological assistance.

2. Conducting scientific research in the field of psychology or teaching thereof shall also be regarded as practicing the profession of psychologist.

3. Psychological services may be provided to: natural persons, legal persons, as well as to organisational units without legal personality status.

4. The minister in charge of health, after consultations with the National Council of Psychologists shall determine, by regulation, the standards for applying psychotherapy by psychologists to persons suffering from illnesses and health disorders set out in the binding International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems published by the World Health Organisation (WHO).

Article 5. 1. Psychologists shall establish a professional self-government hereinafter referred to as “the self-government”.

2. The persons practicing the profession of psychologist and interns psychologists shall become members of the self-government of psychologists by virtue of law.

Article 6. The implementation of this Act shall be overseen by the minister responsible for labour issues.

Chapter 2
The right to practice the profession of psychologist
Article 7. The right to practice the profession of psychologist is created upon entering the name of the psychologist in the register of psychologists of a Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

Article 8. 1. The entry into the register of psychologists may be made for the person who meets jointly the following requirements:

1)
received a university degree of Master in Psychology from a Polish university or obtained abroad a first degree recognised in the Republic of Poland as being equivalent thereto,


2)
has full legal capacity to undertake legal transactions,


3)
has a command of the Polish language, spoken and written, at the level necessary to practice the profession of psychologist,


4)
has completed a postgraduate internship under the substantive supervision of a psychologist who has the right to practice profession, and who has taken responsibility for the professional actions carried out by the intern psychologist.
2. The condition laid down in paragraph 1, subparagraph 4 shall not apply when international agreements provide otherwise.

3. The entry into the register of psychologists shall be made by the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists upon application from the person concerned. The register shall be maintained by the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists relevant to the domicile of the applicant. The basis for making entry shall be a resolution of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

4. The entry into the register of intern psychologists shall be made upon an application of the person concerned, after the conditions laid down in paragraph 1 subparagraphs 1 through 3 are fulfilled, and the internship has began in the manner laid down in paragraph 3.

5. The entry of a foreigner into the register of psychologists shall be made when international agreements so provide and a current licence to practice the profession of psychologist in the country of origin has been produced.

6. During the postgraduate internship, the psychologist has a limited right to practice profession.

7. The person who notified the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists about the intention to practice the profession of psychologist after the lapse of 5 years from graduation in psychology and the completion of postgraduate internship, or a psychologists who has not practiced the profession of psychologist for the period longer than 5 years, shall complete, on his own expense, training whose content and principles are set out by the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

8. The psychologist who does not practice the profession is under obligation to notify the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists within 3 months of the date of ceasing the practice. The intention to re-enter the practice of profession of psychologist before the lapse of 5 year after the date on which the practice ceased is subject to the notification to the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists within 30 days of the date of re-entering the practice of profession.

9. The minister responsible for labour issues in consultation with the ministers in charge of health and education, shall lay down, by regulation, the conditions for completion of postgraduate internship, the manner and time of its completion.

Article 9. 1. Entering the register shall be effected within 30 days of the date of filing application.

2. In the event that the deadline referred to in paragraph 1 has not been met, the psychologist shall have the right to file complaint under the principles laid down in the Code of Administrative Procedure.

Article 10. 1. In the event of justified suspicion that a psychologist is not fit to practice profession due to the state of health, the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists shall appoint a specialist commission composed of physicians of relevant specialities to assess whether the psychologist is fit to practice profession.   

2. The costs of operations and issuing the assessment by the specialist commission shall be borne by the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

3. Should the Commission referred to in paragraph 1 assess that the psychologist is not fit to practice the profession, the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists shall remove the psychologist from the register of psychologists.

4. Should the psychologist refuse to submit to the examination, the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists may suspend his right to practice the profession, for the period not exceeding 6 months.

5. The basis of removing from the list of psychologists or suspending the right to practice the profession shall be a resolution of the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists, with respect to which the person removed from the register or whose right to practice the profession was suspended has the right of appeal to a court having local jurisdiction over the seat of the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists, within 14 days of the date of serving the resolution on him.
6. The proceedings in the cases referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 shall be confidential. This requirement shall not pertain to the person subject to the proceedings.

Article 11. The removal from the register of psychologists shall occur in the event of:


1)
death of the psychologist,


2)
application from the psychologist,


3)
incapacitating the psychologists by a final and valid court decision,


4)
depriving the psychologist of the right to practice profession by a final and valid decision of either court or disciplinary commission


5)
development described in Article 10, paragraph 3.

Chapter 3
Practicing the profession of psychologist
Article 12. 1. Undertaking psychological services shall commence upon the consent of the person (client) or a group of persons (clients) who constitute the subject of diagnosis and psychological interaction, subject to the provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3.
2. The consent is not required in the cases laid down in the provisions of the Penal Code, the Code of Penal Procedure, or in the Act of 19 August 1994 on the protection of mental health (Journal  of Laws of 2018 item 1878 and of 2019 item 730).

3.
 The consent to the examination shall not be also required with respect to the conscripts directed to take up the specialities and functions according with the criteria of selecting conscripts to particular military specialities, nor from the persons applying to become regular soldiers.

Article 13. 1. The psychologist shall inform the client about the purpose of procedure, its course, results and the way to access them, and should obtain the consent for planned actions.

2.
 Should the results of examinations be intended not only for the knowledge of the client, the provisions on the protection of personal data shall apply.

Article 14. 1. The psychologist is under obligation to maintain the confidentiality of information associated with the client, obtained in connection with practicing his profession.

2. The obligation to maintain this client-psychologist privilege may not be limited in time.

3. The provision of paragraph 1 shall not apply when:


1)
the health or life of the client, or of other persons are seriously threatened,


2)
other Acts so provide.

Article 15. 1. The psychologist may obtain the title of specialist in a given area of psychology after completion of training prescribed in the curriculum for a given specialisation and passing a state examination or after recognizing obtaining an equivalent title of specialist recognized abroad.

2. The Council of Ministers shall lay down, by regulation, detailed principles, manner and conditions for obtaining particular professional specialisation by psychologists, including the procedure of a state examination, with a view to ensure a high level of psychological services provided to the persons using them.

Article 16. 1. The Commission of Experts is hereby set up to implement the tasks contained in Article 17 paragraph 3, Article 18 paragraph 3 and Article 19,paragraph 1.

2. Minister responsible for labour issues shall appoint the Commission of Experts comprising of 7 persons.

3. The composition of the Commission of Experts shall include the following persons, knowledgeable in the area covered by this Act:


1)
a representative of the minister responsible for  labour issues– as its chairman,


2)
a representative of the minister responsible for  education,


3)
a representative of the minister responsible for health,


4)
two representatives of the Psychological Sciences Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences,


5)
two representatives of the National Council of Psychologists.

4. The members of the Commission of Experts’ may not assume functions within the authorities of the self-government of psychologists.

5. The costs of the operations of the Commission shall be covered by the minister responsible for labour issues.

6. The minister responsible for labour issues shall lay down, by regulation, the manner of operation of the Commission of Experts and the principles for the remuneration of its members.

7. The Commission of Experts shall operate under the by-rules passed by itself, approved by the minister responsible for labour issues.

Article 17. 1. The psychologist has the right and obligation to improve his professional skills under various forms of postgraduate education.

2. The postgraduate education may be conducted by:


1)
organisational units authorised to do so under separate rgulations,


2)
other organisational units and natural persons, after obtaining a permit.

3. The National Council of Psychologists, in consultation with the Commission of Experts shall lay down the standards for postgraduate education.

4. The minister responsible for education shall issue permits to conduct postgraduate education, to the entities listed in paragraph 2, subparagraph 2, taking into account the standards set out in paragraph 3.

5. Upon issuing the permit referred to in paragraph 4, the minister responsible for education shall consult the minister in charge of the field relevant to the area involved in the postgraduate education.

Article 18. 1. The psychologists may run a private practice, provided that he:


1)
has the right to practice the profession, and


2)
has been entered into the National Court Register and to the register of private psychological practices maintained by the relevant Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

2.
 The private psychological practice may be run as an individual economic activity or in the form of limited partnership, after obtaining a permit from a relevant marshal of voivodeship (region).

3.3 The Marshal of voivodeship  shall issue the permit referred to in paragraph 2, having taken into account the conditions set out by the Commission of Experts, ensuring the appropriate level of provision of services rendered in the private psychological services.

4. In the event of the refusal of the entry into the register of private psychological practices, the psychologist shall have the right to appeal to the minister responsible for labour issues within 14 days of the service of the resolution refusing the entry.

Article 19. 1. The Commission of Experts shall establish and update the list of psychological methods and tools reserved to be applied exclusively by psychologists.

2. The National Council of Psychologists shall supervise the conditions for applying, distributing and acquiring the psychological methods and tools.

Chapter 4
Disciplinary liability
Article 20. The members of the professional self-government of psychologists shall be subject to disciplinary liability for:


1)
culpable breach of professional duties,


2)
acts contrary to the principles of ethics set out in the Code of Professional Conduct referred to in Article 40 subparagraph 3,


3)
persistent evasion from paying membership dues.
Article 21. The disciplinary penalties shall include:


1)
caution,


2)
reprimand with warning,


3)
suspending the right to practice profession for the period from 3 months to 12 months,


4)
removal from the register of psychologists with the deprivation of the right to practice profession.

Article 22. The disciplinary proceedings shall take place before the Regional Disciplinary Commission.

Article 23. The Regional Professional Liability Officer shall, before referring the case to the Regional Disciplinary Commission, conduct preparatory investigation which consists of gathering necessary information from persons and institutions. Irrespective of the results of this investigation, the case shall be referred not later than within 90 days of the date of filing application.  
Article 24. In the proceedings for professional liability, the accused psychologist shall have the right to a defence counsel.

Article 25. 1. The Regional Disciplinary Commission shall consider the case within 90 days of the date of its filing.

2. The disciplinary commission, upon the application of the Regional Professional Liability Officer, may suspend the right of the accused to practice profession for the duration of proceeding but not longer than 6 months.

Article 26. 1. The disciplinary proceedings may not be instituted when more than 3 years have elapsed from the time of committing the act, subject to the provision of paragraph 2.

2. If the action by the psychologist have features of criminal offence, the statute of limitation applied may not be shorter that the statute of limitation envisaged in the Penal Code.  

3. In the event of the death of the accused before the conclusion of the disciplinary proceedings it shall still run its course if his spouse, direct relation, brother, or sister submit a request to this effect within two months of the date of death.

Article 27. The decision of the Regional Disciplinary Commission shall be send to the interested parties with the reasons, within 7 days of the pronouncement of the decision.

Article 28. The parties shall have the right to appeal against the decision of the Regional Disciplinary Commission to the National Disciplinary Commission within 14 days of the service of the decision together with reasons.

Article 29. In making their decisions in cases of professional liability, the members of disciplinary commissions are independent and subject only to the laws and the binding principles of professional ethics and deontology.
Chapter 5
The self-government of psychologists
Article 30. 1. In discharging its duties, the self-government is subjects only to the rules of law.

2. The organisational units of the self government are:


1)
the National Chamber of Psychologists, which is the self-government of psychologists on the national level and which has legal personality,


2)
Regional Chambers of Psychologists.

Article 31. 1. The capital city of Warsaw shall be the seat of the National Chamber of Psychologists.

2. The areas of operation of the individual Regional Chambers of Psychologists corresponds with the administrative divisions of Poland into voivodships.

Article 32. The authorities of the self-government are: the National Assembly of Psychologists, National Council of Psychologists, National Committee of Auditors, National Disciplinary Commission, National Professional Liability Officer, Regional Assembly of Psychologists, Regional Council of Psychologists, Regional Committee of Auditors, Regional Disciplinary Commission, and the Regional Professional Liability Officer.

Article 33. 1. The duties of the self-government shall include in particular:


1)
diligence in the observance of standards governing the practice of the profession of psychologist,


2)
overseeing the observance of ethical principles governing the profession of psychologist,


3)
legal protection of psychological methods and tools,


4)
representing the profession of psychologist and protecting its interests,


5)
cooperating with the Commission of Experts, establishments of higher education, research and development units and scientific societies in Poland and abroad, 


6)
providing opinions on legal instruments concerning the profession of psychologist,


7)
cooperating with government and local self-government authorities, trade unions, professional self-governments and other community organisations in matters connected with the practice of the profession of psychologist,


8)
managing the property of the organisational units of the self-government of psychologists,


9)
managing the property and business operations of the chambers of psychologists.

2. The duties laid down in paragraph 1 shall be discharged by the authorities of the self-government of psychologists particularly through:


1)
maintaining the registers of psychologists and interns-psychologists,


2)
declaring the right to practice the profession of psychologist,


3)
laying down the principles for the course of postgraduate professional internship,


4)
maintaining the register of private psychological practices,


5)

setting out standards and curricula for postgraduate education of psychologists, and providing opinions on the principles and conditions to obtain professional specialisation,


6)
maintaining the list of the protected psychological methods,


7)
acting in defence of individual and collective interests of the members of the self-government of psychologists,


8)
reviewing the conditions for practicing the profession.

Article 34. The elections to the authorities of the self-government shall be carried out by a secret ballot, with participation of at least half of those entitled to vote.  

Article 35. 1. All the members of the chambers of psychologists shall have voting rights.

2. All the members of the chambers of psychologists shall have the eligibility to stand for election, subject to the provisions of Article 37 paragraph 3.

Article 36. The authorities of self-government shall pass their resolutions by an ordinary majority vote with at least half of the members of the given authority present; in the event of equal numbers of votes, the chairman has the casting vote.

Article 37. 1. The term of the self-government authorities is four years but they shall function till  the newly elected authority is constituted.

2. The same function in the authorities of the chambers of psychologists may not be held by the same person longer than two successive terms.

3. At least seven years of experience in the profession shall be required with respect to:


1)
the members of disciplinary commissions,


2)
the professional liability officer and his deputies.

4. The mandate of a member of the authorities of the professional self-government of psychologists shall expire as a result of:


1)
renouncing the mandate,


2)
removing from the register of members of a chamber of psychologists,


3)
suspending in the right to practice the profession of psychologists,


4)
penalty imposed by a valid decision of disciplinary commission,


5)
dismissal by the authority which has elected the member,


6)
death.

Chapter 6
The National Chamber of Psychologists
Article 38. The National Assembly of Psychologists is the highest authority of the National Chamber of Psychologists.

Article 39. 1. The National Assembly of Psychologists shall be attended by the delegates elected by the regional assemblies, and without a vote, the members of the outgoing authorities of the National Assembly of Psychologists who are not delegates.

2. The number of delegates from the particular regional chambers shall be determined by the National Council in accordance with the statute of the self-government referred to in Article 40paragraph 1.

3. The National Assembly shall be convened by the National Council every four years.

Article 40. The duties of the National Assembly of Psychologists shall include:


1)
passing the statute of self-government of psychologists, laying down the manner and conditions for the elections to the authorities of the self-government, setting the number of members of these authorities, the manner of their dismissal, and passing the rules of procedure for the authorities of the National Assembly of Psychologists, as well as framework rules of procedure of self-government authorities,  


2)
passing the agenda for the activities of the National Chamber,


3)
passing the Code of Professional Conduct,


4)
passing the confirmation of the fulfilment of duties by the National Council of Psychologists, National Audit Committee, National Disciplinary Commission and by the National Professional Liability Officer,


5)
electing the chairman and the members of the National Council, members of the National Audit Committee, members of the National Disciplinary Commission, and the National Professional Liability Officers and his deputies,


6)
setting out the level of membership dues and the principles for dividing it.

Article 41. 1. The National Council of Psychologists is comprised of the chairman, the members elected by the National Assembly of Psychologists, and the members elected directly by regional assemblies, one from each of the chambers.

2. The National Council of Psychologists shall meet at least once in a quarter of the year.

3. The National Council of Psychologists shall elect the board from among its members. Besides the chairman, the Board shall comprise of the deputy chairman, secretary, treasurer and the members, elected from among the members of the National Council of Psychologists.

4. The Board of the National Council of Psychologists is its executive authority and shall be accountable for its actions before the National Council of Psychologists.

Article 42. The scope of duties of the National Council of Psychologists includes:


1)
preparing the draft statute for the professional self-government of psychologists,


2)
ensuring the appropriate standards for the practice of the profession of psychologist, through:

a)
submitting an application to the Council of Ministers for laying down the principles, manner and conditions for obtaining professional specialities,

b)
laying down the principles and conditions for schemes aimed at improving professional skills,

c)
laying down the substantive principles of the completion of postgraduate professional internship,


3)
laying down the principles for the operation of self-government and its authorities, as well as laying down the principles for maintaining the register of psychologists and interns psychologists, and maintaining the register of private psychological practices,


4)
passing the budget of the National Council of Psychologists and approving the reports of implementing it by the Board, upon the motion from the National Audit Committee,


5)
conducting information activities, including publication of a bulletin,


6)
delegating its representative to the Commission of Experts.

Article 43. 1. The scope of activities of the Chairman of the National Council of Psychologists shall include representing the National Council towards third parties and managing the daily work of the Board.

2. The Chairman of the National Council of Psychologists may appoint the press spokesman of the National Council of Psychologists.

Article 44. The scope of activities of the Board of the National Council of Psychologists shall include:


1)
managing the daily work of the National Council of Psychologists,


2)
preparing the draft resolutions for the National Council of Psychologists,


3)
implementing the resolutions of the National Council of Psychologists,


4)
implementing the budget of the self-government,


5)
submitting reports to the National Council of Psychologists on the implementation of the budget and of other resolutions of the National Council of Psychologists.   

Article 45. 1. The Extraordinary Assembly of Psychologists shall be convened by the National Council of Psychologists:


1)
on its own initiative,


2)
upon a motion from the National Audit Committee,


3)
upon the motion from at least one-third of the regional councils.

2. The Extraordinary Assembly of Psychologists shall be convened within 30 days of the date of receiving the motion.

Article 46. The duties of the National Audit Committee shall include:


1)
reviewing the activities of the Board of the National Council of Psychologists in the area of its financial and business operations,


2)
submitting the reports on the reviewing activity to the National Council and the National Assembly of Psychologists,


3)
tabling, during the National Assembly, a motion for the confirmation of the fulfilment of duties by the National Council of Psychologists.

Article 47. 1. The National Disciplinary Commission shall prepare the draft of the rules of proceedings of the National Disciplinary Commission.

2. The National Disciplinary Commission shall consider appeals from the decisions of the regional disciplinary commissions and appeals.   

3. The decisions of the National Disciplinary Commissions shall be final, subject to the provisions of Article 18 paragraph 4 and Article 48.

Article 48. The parties, the Minister of Justice, the Ombudsman and the Chairman of the National Council of Psychologists shall have the right to appeal against the decision issued by the National Disciplinary Commission, to the court of appeal having the local jurisdiction, within 30 days of the service of the decision of the National Disciplinary Commission together with reasons. 

Article 49. 1. Prior to considering the case, the National Professional Liability Officer may conduct the proceedings to supplement the materials of the case by additional information from persons and institutions.

2. The National Professional Liability Officer shall submit a report on its activity to the National Assembly of Psychologists on behalf of the National Disciplinary Commission.   

Article 50. The activities of the self-government shall be financed from:


1)
the contributions of psychologists and interns psychologists,


2)
business operations,


3)
other sources, in particular from legacies, donations, subsidies and grants.

Chapter 7
The Regional Chambers of Psychologists
Article 51. The psychologists and interns psychologists residing within a particular voivodship constitute the Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

Article 52. The highest authority of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists shall be the Regional Assembly.

Article 53. 1. All psychologists belonging to the particular chamber shall participate in the Assembly of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists and interns psychologists of this chamber shall participate without voting rights.

2. If the number of members in the Regional Chamber of Psychologists exceeds three hundred persons, the Assembly of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists shall consist  of the delegates whose number shall be determined by the statute of the self-government approved by the National Assembly of Psychologists.

3. The Assembly of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists shall be convened by the Regional Council not less than two times during a term. The Assembly convened every fourth year shall be the reporting-electoral assembly and thus be attended, without a right to vote also by the members of the outgoing authorities of the chamber not being the delegates.

4. The duties of the Assembly of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists include:


1)
passing resolutions on matters within the scope of the activities of the chamber,


2)
passing the budget, laying down the principles for financial management of the chamber and approving the reports of the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists on the implementation of the budget,


3)
considering and approving the annual or term reports of the Regional Council, Regional Audit Committee, Regional Disciplinary Commission, and the Professional Liability Officer,


4)
passing rules of proceedings for the authorities of the self-government of psychologists complying with the requirements of the statute referred to in Article 40 subparagraph 1,


5)
electing the chairman and members of the Regional Council, members of the Regional Audit Committee, members of the Regional Disciplinary Commission, and of the Regional Professional Liability Officer and his deputies,


6)
electing a representative to the Council of the National Chamber of Psychologists,


7)
electing delegates to the National Assembly of Psychologists.
Article 54. 1. The Extraordinary Regional Assembly of Psychologists shall be convened by the Regional Council upon the motion from:


1)
the National Council of Psychologists,


2)
the Regional Audit Committee,


3)
at least one-third of the members of a regional chamber.

2. The Extraordinary Regional Assembly of Psychologists shall be convened within 30 days of the date of receiving the motion.

Article 55. 1. The affairs of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists in between the regional assemblies shall be managed by the Council of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists.

2. The composition of the Regional Council includes the chairman and members. Upon the motion of the chairman, the Council shall elect, from among its members, the  deputies of the chairman, secretary and the treasurer.

3. The scope of activities of the Regional Council of Psychologists shall, before all, include the observance of the standards governing the practice of the profession of psychologist, implemented through:


1)
organising the activities aimed at upgrading professional skills of psychologists,


2)
overseeing the appropriate practice of the profession by psychologists,


3)
supervising the appropriate conduct of the postgraduate professional internship of intern-psychologists through providing suitable substantive supervisor of internship and covering his remuneration,


4)
maintaining the register of psychologists and the interns-psychologists in the given region,


5)
maintaining the register of the private psychological practices,


6) cooperation with the Marshal of voivodeship in the field of overseeing the operations of private psychological practices in compliance with permits,


7)
implementing the resolutions of the Regional and National Assembly of Psychologists,


8)
performing tasks commissioned by the National Council of Psychologists,


9)
managing the property and business operations of the chamber.

4. The representatives of the Regional Audit Committee, the chairman of the Regional Disciplinary Committee, and the Regional Professional Liability Officer shall have the right to participate in the meetings of the Regional Council.

Article 56. 1. The scope of activities of the chairman of the Regional Council shall include:


1)
representing the Council towards third parties,


2)
proposing to the Council the candidates for the positions of the deputy chairmen, secretary and the treasurer of the Council, from among the Council’s members.

2. The chairman of the Regional Council may appoint the press spokesman of the Council.

Article 57. The Regional Audit Committee:


1)
shall review the activities of the regional chamber, including financial and business activities,


2)
shall produce reports on its reviewing activities to the Regional Assembly,


3)
shall table a motion for the confirmation of the fulfilment of duties by the Regional Council,


4)
may submit a motion to convene the Extraordinary Regional Assembly.

Article 58. 1. The duties of the Regional Disciplinary Committee shall include considering the cases in the field of disciplinary liability of the members of regional chambers.

2. The Regional Disciplinary Committee shall submit annual and term reports to the Regional Assembly.

Article 59. 1. The prerogatives of the National Professional Liability Officer should include instituting the cases before the Regional Disciplinary Committee:


1)
ex officio, in the cases laid down in Article 20,


2)
upon an application from interested person or institution.

2. The Regional Professional Liability Officer shall submit annual and term reports to the  Assembly.

Article 60. Before the Regional Disciplinary Commission, the Regional Professional Liability Officer shall act in the capacity of a prosecutor.

Chapter 8
Penal provision
Article 61. 1. The person who provides psychological services without having the right to practice the profession of psychologist, shall be subject to the penalty of restricted liberty or fine.

2. In the case referred to in paragraph 1, the adjudication shall follow the provisions on the procedure in misdemeanour cases.

Chapter 9
Transitional and final provisions
Article 62. 1. The minister responsible for labour issues, in consultations with the national associations grouping the psychologists and the trade unions grouping psychologists shall appoint, within 3 months of the date of entering this Act into effect, the Organisation Committee of the Chambers of Psychologists, hereinafter referred to as “the Committee".

2. The duties of the Committee referred to in paragraph 1, shall include:


1)
preparing rules of procedure for the election of delegates for the first National Assembly of Psychologists and the election of interim authorities of chambers, as well as preparing the draft rules of procedures for the first National Assembly of Psychologists,


2)
convening, pursuant to the provisions of this Act, first regional assemblies and the National Assembly of Psychologists.

3. Until the national authorities of the self-government of psychologists are elected, the Committee has the powers of the National Council of Psychologists.

Article 63. 1. The psychologists who, at the date of this Act entering into force had the first degree in psychology conferred by a university or a first degree in Christian philosophy with specialisation in the field of philosophy-psychology conferred by the Catholic University of Lublin prior to 1 September 1981, or the first degree in Christian philosophy in the field of psychology conferred by the Academy of Christian Theology prior to the end of 1992, and who have worked in the profession for at least two years, shall be entered into the register of psychologists of the Regional Chamber of Psychologists for the area where they practice the profession. 

2. The persons employed in the posts of psychologists who do not meet the conditions laid down in paragraph 1 may, within one year of the date of this Act entering into force, apply to the National Council of Psychologists with an application to be granted the right to practice profession, which shall be considered within 3 months of the date of its receipt.

Article 64.
 This Act shall enter into force on 1 January 2006, except Article 62 paragraph 1, which enters into force 14 days after the date of its publication.
 

� As laid down by Art. 10 of the Act of 9 January 2009 amending the Act on the universal obligation to defend the Republic of Poland and amending certain other acts (Journal of Laws, item 120), which entered into force on 11 February 2009.


� As laid down by Article 126 of the Act of 10 May 2018 on the Protection of Personal Data (Journal of Laws item 1000), which entered into force on 25 May 2018.


� With the change introduced by Article 16 of the Act of 23 January 2009 on the amendment of certain acts in connection with changes in the organization and division of tasks of public administration in the voivodeship (Journal of Laws, items 753 and 826), which entered into force on 1 August 2009.


� As laid down by Article 60 of the Act of 3 July 2018 - Regulations introducing the Act - Law on Higher Education and science (Journal of Laws, item 1669), which entered into force on 1 October 2018.


� With the change introduced by Article 1 of the Act of 21 December 2001 amending the Act on the profession of psychologist and the professional self-government of psychologists and the Act amending the Act - Road Traffic Law (Journal of Laws, item 1798), which entered into force on 31 December 2001.


� The law was promulgated on 18 July 2001.





