Provisions of the act on school education system 
concerning the recognition of foreign educational qualifications, effective from March 31, 2015 (Dz. U. [the Journal of Laws] 2015.357)
Art. 93.1. In the Republic of Poland, upper secondary education and the right to apply for higher education programmes shall be recognized on the basis of:

1)
certificates and other documents issued by a school or educational institution operating within the education system of an European Union Member State, an Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) member state, or an European Free Trade Association (EFTA) member state which is party to the European Economic Area agreement, where the said certificates or documents confer an entitlement to apply for admission to a higher education programme in the countries in question;
2)
IB (International Baccalaureate) diplomas issued by the International Baccalaureate Organization in Geneva;
3)
 EB (European Baccalaureate) diplomas issued by European Schools in accordance with the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools drawn up in Luxembourg on June 21, 1994. (Dz. U. [the Journal of Laws] for 2005, No. 3, item 10).
2. Certificates and other documents issued abroad by schools or educational institutions recognized by the state within the territory of which or in the education system of which such schools operate shall be recognized in accordance with the principles laid down in international treaties. 

3. Unless international treaties provide otherwise, certificates and other documents issued abroad by schools or educational institutions recognized by the state within the territory of which or in the education system of which such schools operate may be recognized by way of an administrative decision as a document which confirms the completion of primary, lower secondary, basic vocational or upper secondary education, or confirms the entitlement to continue one’s education, including the entitlement to apply for admission to a higher education programme, taking into account the scope of rights granted in the state of issuance of the relevant certificate or other document.

4. Where the given certificate or other document referred to in section 1.1 or in section 3 confers an entitlement to apply for admission to specific higher education programmes in the state of issuance thereof, the certificate or other document in question shall also confirm, within the territory of the Republic of Poland, the right to apply for admission to higher education programmes which are identical or similar in terms of curriculum, or may be recognized as a document which confirms, within the territory of the Republic of Poland, the right to apply for admission to higher education programmes which are identical or similar in terms of curriculum.

Art. 93a. Where the provision of an original or duplicate of a certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3 or the authentication of such certificate or other document presents significant difficulties for the person, who:

1)
was accorded refugee status or supplementary protection or holds a permit for temporary stay granted in connection with the circumstances referred to in art. 159.1.1.c or 159.1.1.d of the act on foreigners dated December 12, 2013 (Dz. U. [the Journal of Laws] item 1650 and Dz. U. [the Journal of Laws] for year 2014, items 463 and 1004), or
2)
has suffered a loss as a result of an armed conflict, natural disaster or other humanitarian crisis, whether of human or natural origin
- the primary, lower secondary, basic vocational and upper secondary educational qualifications obtained by such person abroad, or the entitlement to continue one’s education obtained by such person abroad, including the entitlement to apply for admission to a higher education programme, may be confirmed in the Republic of Poland by way of an administrative decision.
Art. 93b. 1. The body competent with respect to the proceedings for the recognition of a certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3, or to the confirmation of educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue one’s education referred to in art. 93a shall be the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) having jurisdiction over the place of residence of the person submitting the application (hereinafter referred to as “the applicant”), or, where the person does not have a place of residence within the territory of the Republic of Poland – the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) having jurisdiction over the registered office of the institution to which the applicant intends to submit the application or other document issued abroad.

2. Where the applicant referred to in art. 93a.1 is a party to the proceedings, the administrative decision shall be issued by the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) having jurisdiction over the Mazowieckie Province.

Art. 93c. 1. In the course of proceedings for the recognition of a certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3 as well as in the course of proceedings for the confirmation of educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education referred to in art. 93a, the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) shall conduct a comparison of the foreign and the Polish public school education, taking into account the curriculum contents, the applicable requirements and standards for assessment, the intended learning outcomes or duration of learning as well as the entitlement to continue one’s education at the given level in the state of issuance of the certificate or other document or in the state in which educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education were granted, respectively. The provisions of art. 93.4 shall apply accordingly.

2. In case of any doubts as to:

1)
the course of education within the education system of the state of issuance of the certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3, or of the state in which educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education referred to in art. 93a were granted,
2)
the status of the school or educational institution operating in the state of issuance of the certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3, or of the state in which educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education referred to in art. 93a were granted,
–
the education superintendent may apply for information, in particular, to an organizational unit performing, within the territory of the Republic of Poland, the role of an ENIC Network National Information Centre referred to in the Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region drawn up in Lisbon on April 11, 1997 (Dz. U. [the Journal of Laws] for 2004, No. 233, item 2339), to a consular office (located in the Republic of Poland) of the state of issuance of the certificate or other document or of the state in which educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education were granted, or to a consular post of the Republic of Poland the territorial competences of which extend, respectively, to the state of issuance of the certificate or other document or of the state in which educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education were granted.
Art. 93d. 1. Where, in the course of proceedings for the recognition of a certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3, the certificate or other document does not give grounds for recognition, the education superintendent (kurator oświaty)  may conduct an interview with the applicant in order to verify his or her educational qualifications, hereinafter referred to as the “verification interview”.

2. In the course of proceedings for the confirmation of educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education referred to in art. 93a, the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) shall conduct a verification interview with the applicant, unless the fact that the applicant obtained the relevant educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education may be ascertained, directly or indirectly, on the basis of documents submitted by the applicant.

Art. 93e. The education superintendent (kurator oświaty) shall determine the scope of the verification interview, taking into account the scope of requirements as to the knowledge and skills which a student should possess following the completion of the given stage of education in accordance with the core curriculum for general education as well as the specific nature of the education process in the system of education of the state of issuance of the certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3 or the state in which educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education were granted

Art. 93f. 1. The verification interview is conducted by a commission appointed by the education superintendent (kurator oświaty). 

2. Where justified by the important interest of the applicant referred to in art. 93a.1, the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) having jurisdiction over the Mazowieckie Province may appoint a commission to act alongside the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) having jurisdiction over the place of residence of the applicant,

3. The commission referred to above shall be composed of the following persons:

1)
the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) or an employee of the superintendent office  designated by him/ her – acting as the chairman of the commission;
2)
teachers of the subjects included within the scope of the verification interview, at the level of tuition which leads to the acquisition of the educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education the recognition or confirmation of which the given applicant is seeking – acting as members of the commission.
4. In the case referred to in section 2, the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) may appoint members of the commission from among the candidates presented by the education superintendent (kurator oświaty) having jurisdiction over the place of residence of the applicant referred to in art. 93a.1.

5. Commission members shall receive remuneration for their work performed for the commission.

Art. 93g. 1. The verification interview is subject to a fee. The fee referred to above shall constitute state budget revenue.

2. The amount of the fee shall be the sum of the costs of remuneration of commission members and an interpreter. 

3. The education superintendent (kurator oświaty) shall waive the fee with respect to:

1)
the applicant referred to in art. 93a.1;
2)
an applicant who receives the allowance referred to in art. 37 or 38 of the act on social welfare dated March 12, 2004, or received such allowance within the period of the last 2 years preceding the submission of the application for the recognition of the certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3 or for the confirmation of the educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education referred to in art. 93a.
4. The education superintendent (kurator oświaty) may accept the payment of the fee in instalments where doing so would be in the important interest of the applicant.

5. Where the verification interview was not conducted due to fortuitous events or for health reasons affecting the applicant, the contributed fee may be reimbursed in whole or in part.

Art. 93h. The minister in charge of education shall specify, by way of a regulation:

1)
the types of documents to be presented alongside the application for the recognition of the certificate or other document referred to in art. 93.3 as well as the formal requirements pertaining to the documents presented,
2)
the types of documents to be presented alongside the application for the confirmation of the educational qualifications or the entitlement to continue education referred to in art. 93a., which prove – whether directly or indirectly – the acquisition by the applicant of educational qualifications abroad or the entitlement to continue education abroad.
3)
the manner of authentication of the certificates or other documents referred to in art. 93.3,
4)
the conditions to be satisfied by the translated versions of the certificates or other documents referred to in art. 93.3 as well as of the documents referred to in item 2,
5)
the conditions and method of conducting the verification interview, including the composition of the commission referred to in art. 93f.1 as well as the conditions for the determination of the results of the verification interview and the scope of subjects which may be covered during the interview,
6)
the amount of remuneration for the members of the commission referred to in art. 93f.5, which may not exceed 10% of the minimum base remuneration of a chartered teacher, holding a master’s degree and a teaching certificate, determined on the basis of art. 30.5.1 of the Teacher’s Charter – act dated January 26, 1982,
7)
the procedure for the payment of the fee referred to in art. 93g.1,
8)
the amount of the fee, which may be reimbursed in cases referred to in art. 93g.5, as well as the procedure for the reimbursement of the fee in question,
9)
the cases in which the fee referred to in art. 93g.1 shall not be reimbursed

– taking into account the principles of procedural transparency and consistency and of the examination of applications for the recognition of certificates or other documents on the basis of objective criteria, laid down in the Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region drawn up in Lisbon on April 11, 1997.
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