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Madam Speaker, honourable Members. I would like to begin by presenting apologies on behalf of Mr. Jarosław Kaczyński for his absence. He has been taken down by an illness, which is no respecter of persons. I would also like to begin by saying that the actions taken by him within the framework of the Security Committee, that were initiated very early, that is in June, July and August, at numerous meetings, led to decisions that are now resulting in a much greater effectiveness of our actions at the border. We would like to express our great gratitude to Mr. Kaczynski. I will speak further of these actions later on in my statement.
Let me begin by saying that today, on this special day of this extraordinary session, as Madam Speaker has emphasised, we ought to forget who is from the left, who from the right, who from a liberal party, who from a conservative one or any other. Although the Sejm is the main place where various interests are a subject of various disputes, today, there should be only one dominating interest – the national interest of the Republic of Poland. The national interest should prompt us to observe everything that is happening at the eastern border in a calm and cautious manner and simultaneously discuss these events in this format.
The fact that the security of our eastern border is being brutally violated must be stressed. This is an extraordinary situation, the first such situation in over 30 years, where the security and integrity of our borders are being attacked and tested in such a brutal manner. At this point, I would like to quote the words of President Lech Kaczyński, even though I already mentioned them earlier on, while speaking from this tribune, because his words are extraordinarily adequate. Thirteen years ago, in Tbilisi, he said: ‘today - Georgia, tomorrow - Ukraine, the day after tomorrow – the Baltic States, then, perhaps, it will be my own country, Poland’. 
Russian neo-imperialism is moving forward. We can see it very clearly. We are watching these steps,  distributed over time. But it is the latest aggression of Lukashenko, who may be the perpetrator, but has a principal, a principal who resides in Moscow. That principal is President Putin. It shows the determination with which the scenario aimed at restoring the Russian empire is being carried out. A scenario that all of us – all people of Poland – must  resist with all our might.

Let me also begin by quoting our great compatriot, Ignacy Jan Paderewski, who held the position of Prime Minister in the year 1919, and said that to be free, Poland has to be strong. Today, this strength has to manifest itself as effectiveness. Effectiveness of our actions at the eastern border. We should explain what is really happening at there. We are not only dealing with an aggression against the sovereign state of Poland. We are also dealing with a well-directed performance, the aim of which is to breach the border of Poland, plunge Poland and the European Union into chaos. This is the exact same operation that was carried out from a different direction in the years 2015 and 2016. Today, we are facing it in different circumstances. We have been able to convince our partners from the European Union and NATO that defending the eastern Border of Poland means defending the eastern border of the European Union and the eastern flank of NATO.
Today, Belarus is bringing in planes, special flights from several places in the Middle East. By doing so, it has lured migrants. These people are migrants, they are not refugees. Some people confuse the two terms. Migrants have been brought here to become human shields and destabilise the situation in the Republic of Poland, Lithuania, the Baltic States and the entire European Union. We cannot let that happen. That is why, as early as in June, the Security Committee led by Prime Minister Kaczynski made the decision to build adequate installations. Decided to carry out an enterprise that was aimed to ensure preventive protection for us.
I do realise that the government is always subject to the criticism of the opposition. It is a normal and natural right of democracy. Ladies and Gentlemen, take a look at the decisions made by the Security Committee. The first and second protective installations.
I and Minister Błaszczak travelled to the eastern border of Poland this morning. And I can say that without these installations, trains of migrants, pushed with machine guns held by Belarusian special forces, would  be marching across the border of Poland today. These very safeguards turned out to be of essential importance. This way I am expressing my gratitude to Mr. President,  Mr. Jarosław Kaczynski and the entire Security Committee. These steps were taken to increase our safety. Without  these decisions it would not have been possible to defend the borders of the Republic of Poland the way it has been defended in the last few days.

	It should prompt us to take a look at the actions taken by the government in this regard – forget for a moment about animosities among parties and jointly focus on the best ways to protect Poland against the greatest provocation, the greatest aggression of the East in at least several dozen years. I am appealing to you asking you to do so. I am particularly asking the opposition to do so.
To make my appeal even stronger, I will only shortly say this. Of course, words that should have never been uttered have been spoken from this and other tribunes. Irresponsible words. I could quote them for long minutes. But I will not do that. I will not because I think that we should be focusing on our future right now. On ensuring that – as several months ago, when Mr. Błaszczak, Minister Kaminski and Mr. Kaczynski were able to successfully predict the events that would transpire in October and November. And they did. We should jointly consider other actions that we should take as politicians and the government. We are particularly responsible for increasing our safety in the weeks, months, or perhaps years to come. Yes, fellow compatriots, perhaps even years. And we should prepare that it will be a long-lasting aggression that will require a long-term policy. You can all remember the year 2014, when we thought that it would not last seven years. I believe so. But some people predicted that it would continue for a long time. And it has. Donbas remains a tinderbox, while Crimea is still occupied.
I would like to say from this tribune, without disclosing any details, that we are certain that the operations that are now taking place at the eastern border of Poland are an element of a greater operation, a highly coordinated aggression that constitutes a new type of war, where people are used as human shields. One of the weapons that are being used is known from previous wars and of particular importance in this instance, it is a weapon which the Soviets and Russians, their immediate successors, have mastered – disinformation. We must be fully aware of the fact that we are being observed from that very place, from beyond the eastern border as well as from the west. With are being observed with regard to our unity and ability to remain focused and concentrated as well as our ability to stand united while facing this challenge. We are being observed by Western countries, but in particular by countries beyond the eastern border. Over there, beyond the eastern border, they know very well that if we are not united, it will be easy to break us and interfere with our sovereignty. That is the reason for my appeal. 

Nobody in this room is at fault for the things that are happening. We are making every effort to perform our duties and diagnose our reality to the best of our ability. But I think we will all admit, we all know that Alexander Lukashenko intentionally brought tens of thousands of people into Belarus. It is Alexander Lukashenko who transports these groups of people, these migrants, intentionally, sometimes forcibly – we are receiving such information – from Minsk to our eastern border. It is Alexander Lukashenko who uses these people as human shields. And it is Alexander Lukashenko’s responsibility to return them to their home countries, where they should be. However, if we want to make Alexander Lukashenko realise it, we must stand united. We must look at these events in solidarity, first and foremost bearing in mind the fate of Poland. And the risk is great – greater than it has been, than we have encountered in a very long time.

Honourable Members, we have taken the necessary steps to take care of the regions at the Polish border, knowing that there are entrepreneurs suffering losses due to the state of emergency. We are helping them quite generously. Should it be necessary, our help will be even more generous. There are people living in that area. We are trying to provide them with everything that they need to have as much of a normal life as possible.
We are working to ensure that the officers and soldiers who are performing their duties at the border every day and night stay safe and calm and are capable of carrying out their service in an imperturbable way. There are countless attacks – sometimes several hundred in a single day, several hundred attempts to cross the border. That is why I want to once again thank the persons who are responsible for our preparation, because it is quite good, very good at this stage. I am looking humbly into the future; we must increase our efforts. Let us express our gratitude for all these efforts to the Members of the Security Committee, to Mr. Jarosław Kaczynski and all members of the Council of Ministers who have been involved in these works.

However, following the beautiful gesture made by the honourable Members, I think that no one doubts that we owe special gratitude to all the wonderful officers of the Border Guard, Police, soldiers of the operational forces and soldiers of the Territorial Defence Forces for their admirable service and defence of the uniform of the Polish soldier and Polish officer. We thank you for defending the borders of the Republic of Poland.

We would also like to thank our partners. We are expressing our gratitude to different neighbours from the European Union and from outside the EU. Not only for their verbal expression of solidarity, but also for their readiness to help Poland as well as for our readiness to help those who see it.
I would like to express particular gratitude to the President of the Republic of Poland for his activity on the international scene. Mr. President has been raising this subject every day in his talks with his counterparts as well as the Secretary General of NATO.
Today, as you can see, we are receiving widespread and indisputable expressions of support and solidarity. They are coming from Brussels, Washington, Kiev and many other European capitals. From all European capitals. In Spain, there is a social campaign called ‘Viva Polonia!’, one of the largest of its kind. We thank you for your solidarity, your voices and your readiness to provide assistance. Today, we are effectively defending our borders and we are ready to help others as well. Some Members also suggested that we should ask for the help of Frontex. With all due respect for this great European institution, there are almost 15,000 officers in our Border Guard. Today, we have 13,000 soldiers. Do you know how many Frontex officers there are to defend all borders of the entire European Union? It employs less than 2,000 people and has less than 1,000 officers. Very few, so they would be of little help. It is not ta we do not want to accept it because we believe for some reason that it was not an inappropriate gesture. When the head of Frontex wanted to visit us, he did. And he praised all actions taken by our services.
I hope that  my explanations as to why we are concentrating our forces and resources on our own are substantive. But we are also concentrating our will and determination at the eastern border. To prevent  the course of events from unfolding further in a negative way. Therefore, when the Members of  this Parliament  asked whether it was needed, whether the risk was not exaggerated, and the installation was necessary. Today we can see that we were right.  These actions, conducted to at least this extent, are needed. The ensure that its properly protected, we will be reinforcing our personnel,  the presence of our uniformed services and our technical forces at the eastern border.
I have spoken with Prime Ministers of Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, the president of the EC and other Prime Ministers. They all understand this provocation. They understand that the border of the Republic of Poland constitutes the border that separates the rule of law from the rule of lawlessness – which unfortunately prevails in Belarus. And we should realise that had it not been for our actions, the border between Poland and Belarus would have been nothing more than a virtual border. It would have been crossed by tens of thousands of migrants. Migrants are being brought in by Lukashenko to destabilise the Republic of Poland and destroy the cohesion of both our country and the European Union.
This time, they failed. Unlike in the years 2015 – 2016, they faced a response – our collective resistance. Resistance of not only Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Ukraine, but also other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Today, the entire European Union is saying the following words to Lukashenko: ‘No, enough with these actions. Enough with destabilisation. We will not allow it and we will restore order’. Therefore, to conclude, it is worth mentioning the holiday that we are about to celebrate – our Independence Day. We will be both rejoicing in our independence and protecting our borders. We have to be strong and ready to ward off actions that we know will happen, as well as ones that we cannot predict yet. We must be ready for the unknown. We must consider risks that we cannot imagine yet. This is a turning point in the history of Poland. That is why we have to stand united. We owe this to the past generations who fought for independence, and whose blood was shed for Poland. We owe it to the future generations. We owe it to the people of Poland, and we owe it to Poland herself.
