e Visegrad Group

Polish Presidency
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The Visegrad Group was established as an alliance of originally three, later four
countries for the purpose of furthering their European integration as well as
advancing their military, economic and energy cooperation with one another.

The Visegrad Group (or the “Visegrad Four” or simply “V4”) reflects the efforts

of the four Central European countries—the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland,
and Slovakia—to work together in a number of fields of common interest within
the all-European integration.

The activities of the group are coordinated by V4 countries’ foreign ministries

but extend to all levels of the government and state administration.

With the establishment of the International Visegrad Fund in 2000—the only
solid organization of the alliance to date—support has also been given to
non-governmental organizations and civil initiatives for the “bottom-up” building
of the regional alliance.

Activities of the Visegrad Group are aimed at strengthening stability and prosperity
in the Central European region. V4 member states perceive their cooperation as

a challenge and its success as the best proof of their ability to integrate into such
structures as the European Union.

The first high-level summit was held in the town of Visegrdd on February 15, 1991.

The place was selected to symbolically connect the summit to the meetings of three
kings in Visegrdd in 1335 and 1336 which had been the results of lengthy and complex
diplomatic efforts at that time and can be regarded as one of the earliest examples

of regional cooperation in Central Europe.
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We have given the task that faces Poles, Hungarians, Czechs and Slovaks
today the working title “The Return to Europe.”

) 4 ears Vaclav Havel in his speech at the meeting of leaders of three neighboring countries at Bratislava castle on April 9, 1990
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1990-1993

“They were very surprised because we couldn't
find a venue which met the safety and security
requirements and additionally could be

heated. Eventually, we ended up in one of the
cellars of the royal palace, which at the time
housed a collection of stones,” recalls Sandor
Hadhdazy, the mayor of the town of Visegrad.
On the morning of the signing of the Visegrad
Declaration, the thermometers showed —10°C,
and it had snowed heavily during the previous
days. “There was no door in the room, just some
pars, and no heating. We had an idea to install
the rather heavy brocade curtains, which were
to prevent the heat from escaping. We put a few
gas heaters in the cellar, and managed to warm
it up a little,” Hadhazy added.

Text: Tomasz Grabirski: “The Summit in the Frosty Ruins:

The Background of the 1991 Visegrad Meeting”
in The Visegrad Group — A Central European Constellation,

ed. by Andrzej Jagodzinski, International visegrad Fund,
Bratislava 2006.
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The Visegrad Group countries

are strongly determined to jointly
contributing to the fulfillment

of the European Union's common goals
and objectives and to the successful
continuation of the European integration.
They reiteraté their commitment

to the enlargement process of the E
Union. They are ready to assist countries
aspiring for EU membership by sharing
and transmitting their knowledge
and experience. The Visegrad Group countries

ready to use their unique regional
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TIHANY—(From left) V4 Prime Ministers Viktor Orban (Hungary),
Mikula$é Dzurinda (Slovakia), and Milo$ Zeman (Czech Republic) descend from a boat after

a trip on Lake Balaton during their informal meeting.
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BUDAPEST-V4 Sunda -
y Cultural Event on October 8,2017. - ds of State Summit on October 13,2017
SZEKSZARD—VA Hcacs Andrej Kiska and Milo& Zeman).

Photo: Ministry of Foreign Affairs S
t—Andrzej Duda, Janos Ader,

and Trade of Hungary
(from lef

Photo: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary

VISEGRAD GROUP

3L va ! \
i =
&

=
e —*

f{ \aa
\
\\
A\
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BUDAPEST—V4 Prime Ministers’ Summit and V4 + CAS
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30 years ago, the profound political and societal movements for freedom

and democracy overthrew totalitarian regimes in Central Europe and made

way for the reunification of Germany and Europe. Peoples of Central Europe
reclaimed their freedom and democratic rights as well as the possibility

to re-join the community of Western democratic nations. Commemorating

events of 1989, we acknowledge a key role of then Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Poland and Germany in the fall of communism. (...) Common values and respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms were the driving force of the political
changes in the region. That was the reason why the vision of joining EU and NATO
was always so clear. (...) We intend to deepen further our relations for the benefit
of our citizens, our countries and the European Union as a whole. Unity is key.

We are ready to make our contribution for a stronger, safer, more cohesive,
prosperous and successful Europe and we continue to uphold the Transatlantic
Alliance based on shared democratic values and common interests.

years Declaration of the Visegrad Group and the Federal Republic of Germany
o f V 4 on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of historic changes in Central Europe (Bratislava, 2019)
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We support projects that
strengthen regional and
European identity through

common cultural initiatives

in the Visegrad region.

We support projects that
improve the environment
for innovation and create
new approaches to existing
regional public challenges.

We support projects

that contribute to good
governance and improve
the effectiveness of public
policymaking in the regional

context.

We support projects that
increase awareness and
practice of a healthy and
active lifestyle and reduction

of substance abuse.
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and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosoyo declaratjie<y
of independence. ’

€95,984,358

total approved amount
in 2000-2019

9,847

total number
of approved grant projects

3,400 ~

of supported grantees

2,357 |

total number of supported
individual scholars

601

number of cities '
with approved grants

520 A 687

total number of approved Ukraine

artist residencies

190

number of universities
hosting supported scholars

39

number of countries
where projects have been funded
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V4 Annual Contributions o M K 42
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]
The Netherlands ’ North Macedonia
— The fund’'s budget 2000-2020 2 other
B Korea non-V4
Eastern
B Sweden The fund’s annual budget (€8 million as of 2014) Partnership 2.74%
ChSHA consists of equal contributions of V4 governments. countries £2 630,505 CZ
Germany The fund has also utilized (in the form of subgranting 12.87% 20.41%
B conada or co-financing) contributions from other governments/ €12.350160 " °
B switzerland governmental organizations, in particular from Canada, Western PO €19,589,389
Germany, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, Balkans v
Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. 3.52%
BA 24 £€3,381,658
Bosnia and Herzegq
* Kosovo SK
ME 14 | = .
€19,321,255
(o)
Montenegro 19.94%
L 1 1 €19142,477
Albania ‘
PL 75
20.39%
€19,568,905
e p— 5] S M
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erforming Arts Residencies

periment and creativity in performing
ance, hew circus, physical
theater and performance art.
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Support of innovation, ex
new drama, contemporary d
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Foundation in Poznan and St
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theatre, visual theate

Run in cooperation amon
in Budapest, Art Stations

Zilina-Zariecie.



