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W. Sielski with a pipe, Manila, 1933, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives

Nearly 100 years have passed, since Polish patriot and businessman Władysław Sielski 
(13.05.1890-04.1970) opened “Sielski Sweet Shop Co.” on 123 M.H. del Pilar Street, on 
Ermita, in Manila, in the Philippines. In Sielski’s time, few Poles visited the Philippines. They 

came from both Europe and the USA. Among them were missionaries, travelers, researchers, 
adventurers, musicians and soldiers. The most famous, though few people in Poland or the 
Philippines remember today, were: Father Wojciech Męciński (1598-1643), Jesuit priest and martyr 
of Japan; Father Jan Chryzostom Bąkowski (1672-1732), Jesuit priest from China; Paweł Strzelecki 
(1797-1873), explorer of Australia; Jan Kubary (1846-1896), explorer of Oceania; Aleksander 
Tansman (1897-1986), composer, author of “Les Iles Philippines”; Artur Rubinstein (1887-1982), 
pianist-virtuoso; Zygmunt Dunikowski (1889-1964), called “the last alchemist of the XX century”; 
Sergeant Walter Kwieciński (1914-1988), commander of the last operational mortar on Corregidor, 
the last American bastion in the Philippines in 1942. The motives for coming to the Philippines 
were different: Christianity, the desire to know the world, the search for wealth, and war.

Władysław Sielski arrived in the Philippines in 1925 in search of  a new home and wealth with his wife Olga 
and daughter Jadwiga Teresa from Japan.
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W. Sielski with his wife Olga and daughter Jadwiga, Manila, 1933, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives
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W. Sielski, first on the right with a pipe, in front of his shop next to a delivery van with a daughter and employees: 
Januszkiewicz, Antoniewicz and Filipino agent, Manila, 1933, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives

Władysław Sielski4



Manila, called at that time the “Pearl of the Orient”, 
was for the ambitious Pole a city of unlimited 
possibilities. The South-Asian metropolis was a 

visible evidence of American architectural impetus: iron-
concrete skyscrapers shot into the sky, asphalt streets 
were surrounded by green palms and colorful flowers. The 
adjoining narrow Spanish Baroque streets shimmered 
with a colorful multi-ethnic crowd. Sielski took a risk. He 
was the only Polish entrepreneur in the Philippines. He 
opened the confectionery “Sielski Sweet Shop Co.” at 123 
M.H. del Pilar Street in the Ermita district of Manila. 

He went to work with vigor to open a candy and chocolate 
factory establishing business contacts with the big and well-
known Polish confectionery producer “Fruziński J. Chocolate 
Factory”. He dreamed of  bringing Polish workers from Harbin 
in Manchuria to his factory, but the Poles from Harbin made too 
high wage demands. 
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Sielski was dynamically involved in the economic life of the 
Philippines. He participated in the Trade and Industrial Fair 
organized in Manila (Manila Carnival. Commercial and Industrial 

Fair) in 1931-1933

1932 Carnival Commercial Handbook, SOAS Digital Collection, University of London

A Pole in the Philippine Islands 7



1932 Carnival Commercial Handbook, SOAS Digital Collection, University of London
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1932 Carnival Commercial Handbook, SOAS Digital Collection, University of London
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1932 Carnival Commercial Handbook, SOAS Digital Collection, University of London
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In Manila, Sielski developed the passion of a documentary photographer. In the lens he tried to 
capture the process of awakening the national and political identity of Filipinos. As a Pole, he 
watched with sympathy with these aspirations.

Demonstrators from “Partido Nacionalista” from Zambaoaga with the banner “Must the Heart of America beat only 
for the freedom of Ireland, of Poland, and of the Tchechoslovaks and not for the independence of the Philippines 
Islands?”, Manila, 1924, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives

Demonstrators with banners demanding independence from the Philippines, Manila, July 12, 1931, author: W. Sielski, 
National Digital Archive
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Sergio Osmeña, later President of the Philippines (second from the right) with his wife Esperanza Limjap-Osmeñia and 
Manuel Roxas, later President of the Philippines (right), Manila, 1/03/1928, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives.

Senate President Sergio Osmeña addresses the audience, 12/07/1931, Manila, author: W. Sielski, National Digital 
Archives.
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“Rizal Day”, a platform depicting the rising dawn of freedom of the Philippines, Manila, 30/12/1929, author: W. Sielski, 
National Digital Archives.

“Rizal Day”, a platform prepared by the University of Manila depicting the rising dawn of freedom of the Philippines 
against the backdrop of the Parliament building, Manila, 30/12/1929, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives.
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Celebrations of ‘May 1’. Procession of employees of a cigar factory, Manila, 1 May 1930, author: W. Sielski, National 
Digital Archives. 

“Rizal’s Day”, Platform from Pangasinan Province, Manila, 30/12/1930, author: W. Sielski, National Digital Archives.
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In these hard times the wheel of  fortune, however, again smiled at Sielski. The Philippines in 1934 embraced 
a gold rush that reached its peak in 1937. The country was bursting with gold mines. From 1934 to 1941 
extraction of  gold increased by 400%! Sielski became a sales representative of  several of  twenty-three 
operating gold mines on the Islands. 

In 1937, as a wealthy man in Manila he took care of  Father Ignacy Posadzy, a Jesuit provincial and a Polish 
delegate to the International Eucharistic Congress in Manila. Well-known Polish hierarchs took part in the 
Congress: Adam Sapieha - Archbishop of  Cracow, Henryk Przeździecki - Bishop of  Siedlce, Teodor Kubina 
- Bishop of  Częstochowa. Bishop H. Przeździecki celebrated mass for the Polish diaspora in the Philippines.

In 1932 The Great Depression begins, which severely affected the Philippines. W. Sielski writes:

gold has disappeared somewhere and vanished, like camphor. Maybe it is in 
lockers, maybe is immigrated abroad, sure that is gone. From our slim colony, 
many having lost all their wealth, went to the United States, I’m still there, but 
what will I do tomorrow? ”

– W. Sielski, “The Philippines in ruins” in: “Światowid”, 1932
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Sielski suspected that 
the Philippines’s 
independence or Japanese 

occupation would end the 
existence of a tiny Polish colony 
in the Philippines. During the 
Second World War, Władysław 
Sielski and his daughter 
Jadwiga, along with 22 Poles, 
were interned. He spent more 
than three years in the Japanese 
concentration camps of St. 
Thomas and Los Baños. The 
freedom for imprisoned Poles 
was brought by 300 American 
commandos and Filipino 
guerrillas, who liberated the Los 
Baños camp in a daring attack on 
February 23, 1945.

Los Baños Internment Camp final 
roster of  interned Poles typed by 
internee Carol Terry in February 
1945, Filipinas Heritage Library

Los Baños camp.

Guard tower of the Los Baños camp.
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List of Polish prisoners of the Japanese camp Los Baños

Los Baños Internment Camp final roster of interned 
Poles typed by internee Carol Terry in February 
1945, Filipinas Heritage Library
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In 1952, Władysław Sielski obtained American citizenship. 
He died in Chicago in 1970. He never saw his beloved 
Reborn Poland.

Documentation on naturalization of W. Sielski

Passenger list of the USS Admirał E. W. Eberle. W. Sielski item No. 14
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Sielski arrived in the United States in 1945 at the age of 55. He settled 
in Chicago. In one of the letters W. Sielski described the inhuman 
conditions in Japanese camps.

W. Sielski, “God Bless United States of America in: Letters from Readers in the Polish American Press, 1902-1969. A 
Corner for Everybody “, ed. by Anna D. Jaroszyńska-Kirchmann, Lexington Books, 2014, p. 181
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