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Agriculture in Europe

In 2015, nearly 4.4% of European workers were working in agriculture.

Almost three-quarters (72.8%) of the EU-28 agricultural labour force is 

concentrated in seven countries: Romania, Poland, Italy, France, Spain, Bulgaria 

and Germany.

Agriculture is the fifth largest employer of men in the EU and the seventh largest 

employer of women.

Agriculture is ranked as one of the three most hazardous sectors together with 

mining and construction (Approx. 500 fatal and 160.000 non-fatal accidents every 

year in agriculture in the EU) Source : Eurostat, 2016
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Source: Eurostat, August 2018- https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Farmers_in_the_EU_-_statistics



Vision Zero: the Concept
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Model based on: Zwetsloot, Leka, Kines. Vision zero: from accident prevention to the promotion of health, 

safety and well-being at work; in Policy and Practice in Health and Safety, IOSH 2017

 Vision Zero – towards a world of work 

without accidents, disease or harm

 developed by International Social Security 

Association

 A process – rather than a target

 A transformational approach to prevention

 Building a culture of prevention that 

integrates both safety, health and well-being 

at work
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Take leadership –

demonstrate 

commitment

Identify hazards –

control risks

Define targets –

develop programmes

Ensure a safety

and health system –

be well-organised

Ensure safety and 

health in machines, 

equipment and 

workplaces

Improve 

qualifications –

develop competence

Invest in people –

motivate by 

participation

2 53 4 6 71

7 Golden Rules 

Vision Zero in practice
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ISSA Agriculture Section 

The International Section of the ISSA 

on Prevention in Agriculture – secretariat 

run by KRUS 

Vision Zero in Agriculture – 2 guides 

(for individual farmers and agriculture 

companies)

Vision Zero – World Prevention Strategy in Agriculture – International Colloquium,

15-17 May 2019, Cordoba, Spain
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Agricultural Social Insurance Fund, POLAND

(KRUS)

No. of insured: 1 233 685 

No. of beneficiaries: 1 141 024

social insurance coverage  and collection 

of insurance contributions

pecuniary benefits

prevention activity

medical rehabilitation
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Towards Vision Zero in Agriculture

1993 2018

65 936 15 295

286 81

42 075 11 861

24,6 9,5

fatal accidents 

reported accidents

one-off compensation 

payments

accident rate

77%

72%

61%

70%

in 2018

KRUS prevention activities and accident statistics
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Vision Zero in Agriculture in Poland

13th June 2019 – Launch of the Vision Zero Strategy in Agriculture in Poland

at the Ministry for Agriculture and Rural Development

Implementation of the Vision Zero Strategy in Agriculture at national level

With kind participation of:  

Mr Szymon Giżyński – Secretary of State, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development,

Ms. Aleksandra Hadzik – KRUS President,

Mr Bernd Treichel – Senior Technical Specialist in Prevention, ISSA

KRUS Vision Zero prevention film

Wizja_0_spot_ang_READY_popr_ver_8.m4v
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competitions

media campaigns

articles, leaflets, 

promotion materials

www website, 

social media

prevention events

direct contact with 

farmers
training courses

methodology

promotion on 

the international level

7Golden 

Rules 

Implementation Plan in Agriculture

KRUS, Poland

Safety. Health. Wellbeing.



Safety

building

awareness

National Art Competition 

for Children – since 2011

National Safe Farm 

Competition  - since 2003

Health

preventive 

check-ups

medical 

rehabilitation

Wellbeing

„STOP STRESS”

for people exposed to post-

traumatic stress related to 

African Swine Fever

Vision Zero in Agriculture

KRUS, Poland

Belweder – National Safe Farm Competition

201909-G-BGR-Prezes-eng-correct.mp4


Thank you for your attention! 

Thank you for your attention!

Magdalena Wachnicka-Witzke
Director, Communication and International Cooperation Office
KRUS 

magdalena.wachnicka-witzke@krus.gov.pl


